Youth and animals connect through camp

Hinsdale Humane Soctety’s animal awareness camp sheds new light on familiar creatures

By Nick Schnell
e nhelri sl coem

From thie Inonoduetloms 16
games and guest speakers,
Monday moming at the
Hinsdale Humarne Sockey's
Palvenmiures i Animal
Nworcnesss camp wos nll
aboul animalks all the time.

The crowd of approximabe-
by 25 students in grades bous
throueh six anaimasly et
ead thee mrrival of thelr specinl
guest, as they plaed o fow
games of “monkey-in.the
middle® and Z1 questions
amd mciead ool some animial
chamici=,

Kym Ifer. the Humane
Sochety's Education Coord-
inator, onganized this year's
camge. Allhough e camp's
days are full of fun and
EAMEs. Ifcm's madn goal s
teaching Campers Some uie-
fill kniwwleddge along the way.

"W asec] Do siEn owil weith
hasle eduvcation and really
reach out o children, 1 we
educate them well mivw, we

. .l_.l:"ll_llud..r. 5 = ._.:.. ey
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[orwns, assisted by his semv-
e dog Garrison, taoght
campeers by dogs can lay
an imcgral part in the sone
ané's dadly 1ife

[iwamns, a disalded veiernn,

Throughout the week, camp-
a5 el Lauren Palarki@ascz
hadar from dilemsnt guast
speakers on & wariely ol
lopics such as how 1o
properdy cara for 8 pet and
conservation and shara
thesir own expersances wilh
animals,

Carly Booth and Anna Becker gt o chance to mesd service dog Gamison up closa during B Hinsdals Hurmane Socety's
“Adwvenures in Animal Awansness” camp on Monday. GJim Slonoft pholos)

Companiang for Indepen-
idbenere ngl the endire tralning
PRt -|'|."\-||'rlr|||!'|.'|:|l.lﬂa.

He llustransd juse how dis
ciplined Garrison iz welling
campers the wide mnge of
householil chores his dog
helps him scompdish on a
daily basis

Campers wepe Thoroughly
impressed by the dog's dally
chiore list that included tum-
ing on and off lights, getting
items from the fridge and
taking the laundry ot of the
tlryerr

A demomsration of some
of Garrtson's mane simple
tricks Nk phcidng wpy keys o
wallets had campers begging
[ e,

“It"s great helpang thi kids
lenrn and o really Iun way o
pay back the organization.”
1w saidl.

Dams alse sadd he really
onjoys ANSWETINE ihe kids
hiard-hiting questions like,
whether ar nod Garrizon gets
tew sit in the front seat of the
car. Some campers also
shared thelr own  storied
ghaut dbein pets Gt hiome.

% Interesting Ioaw amni-
mal-aware they abready are
Tty all have interesting facts
and siories aboud thedr X
riemoes wilh ankmnals” [ert
sl

On his way oul the door

arouno s geesip,
each kidl a hamd shake,

Throughowt the week, cach
kicl has plenty of apportuni-
tes o interact with a wide
waricoy of nnimals

"It greal W SO0 CAINPETS
ivieract with the animabs, |
think thar's most of the kids’
fvorine part” Ellse Glaser
oo ol thie comgs oounselors
sadd.

One of the weeks high
lights is @ visit to the Doubile |
Wirding Clul.

‘Double | really teaches
thern whiot I inkes b cae [or
a horse. Thoey get o bt ol
Isands-on experiena: groom
ing horees amwl even making
them some oookies, iert
safd,

Campers will also take a
wrip 1o the Brookficld Loo. A
thie mow, they will visit the
Dilscoreery Center and get the
chance i hiokl 3 snake. For
the e CAULIDUs ClImpseTs.
there i alia same dme o
play with a ralhit

The camp ravels 0 one
e destination, Uiz
Mayslake Foresi Preserve
During  this  excursion,
campers have 1o answer anl-
mal trivia questions and dis-
sect an owl pellet o solve a
fiapest mystery

“It's really funmy watching
the wide range of reactons

grang

Bill Downs' service dog, Garison, has phenty of exirions-
nary shills, Downs sad his dog takes oul ihe trash o A
durngater at his office owery week.

kids have to activities like
haldimg Ulwe sk or dissec-
i mn oead podlen,” e sakd.
"somc love it angd olhers
whio are iniially o Hole sha,
really warm up to it v They
just leam so mosch throiagh
Inieracting with live ani-
mals”

Mare than 120 studenis
participated In one of the
sumimer’s st one-week
campe. [lert said she looks
forward fo organizing the

program in e fuiere and
hopes b will comlinmg 16
g

The variety of different ami
mals kids are exposed o
halpes her teach the campers
ain lmpsniant k=oon.

“Ir's aibsouat berd g anvsure: Ahat
every type of animal needs
came,” Hfen contirmsed. "My
goal is o get out there and
semch Kds, famdlies, that all
apecics have different meeds
and requirements”
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