A community treasure
Hinsdale Humane Society celebrates 60th birthday

BY MIKE ELLIS

any organizations grow
from humble beginnings,
beyond what their
founders could  have

envisioned. Out of care
and concern for homeless animals in the
community, six local women, only four
of whom are known— Marjorie Lessel,
Patricia Cushing, Jane Sharts and Helen
Weddell—, started the Hinsdale Humane
Society in 1953 inlieu of a rabies outbreak
that befell the Hinsdale area.

“At the time, dogs were kind of
considered nuisances,” Hinsdale Humane
Society Executive Director Lori Halligan
said. “They weren’t living in people’s
homes—they were in doghouses and
living outdoors; they’'d run across the
street and across town.

“These local women were concerned
that [these conditions weren’t] safe for
the community, because of the rabies
outbreak; so, they took it upon themselves
to start Hinsdale Humane Society.”

Six decades later, the humane society
has fortified itself within the community,
adopting out 800 animals on an annual
basis. HHS has always resided just east of
the police and fire departments, around
the Symonds Drive curve on Elm Street,

Hinsdale Humane Society

Through the Years .

1953
HHS is founded
Six Hinsdale women began HHS as
a non-profit organization with three
inifial goals: 1) to educate the public
n the proper training and handling of
animals; 2) fo arrange for the humane
disposal of unclaimed animals; and 3)
o provide a safe, sanitary pound to
replace unsatisfactory facilities.

Early Education Efforts
As part of Humane Education,
The Perils of Pal was developed
in 1956. The brochure was in such
demand that the ladies shared it
with other humane groups.

1956

At a cost of $25,000, the &
building on its present site was
dedicated on Sept. 17, 1959,
It became the first humane
society in DuPage County.

Executive Director Lori Halligan and Operations Manager
Jennifer Vlazny care for Aurora at the Hinsdale Humane Society.

but it has undergone a number of physical
changes through the years. In 1959, the
current building was constructed for
$25,000, and it has been added onto
several times since.

The society’s primary function is to
educate people about the importance

1982

Pet Therapy begins Attempting
to reach out to the community,
HHS began its Pet Therapy
Program. The program began with
“Pet-a-Pet,” which took therapy
dogs info nursing homes.

of caring for animals properly and
compassionately, so that they are not
maltreated or neglected. HHS is also
an adoption agency for dogs, cats and,
intermittently, other stray animals, such as
birds, hedgehogs, guinea pigs and rabbits.
In the past, the majority of the society’s

- Continued on the next page

Still going strong
After six decades in the
community, HHS confinues

" to thrive, The society
adopted out more than 800
animals in 2012,

2013

1959
First Building

of Christie Cuthbert

1994

Continuing Growth
The shelter received an
update in 1994, thanks
to a significant bequest

from the estate of Charles
Hillinger.

www.hinsdale60521.com | Hinsdale Magazine

Timeline information courtesy
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