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 Humanely Speaking 

 

H I N S D A L E  H U M A N E  S O C I E T Y  /  S U M M E R  2 0 1 0 

Directorôs Desk 
ñLife and love are all we get, so life and 

love are all we can give.ò  Dan Zadra 

           

Seems simple enough, doesnôt it? Yet 

many of us go charging through life like a 

bull in a china shop. We want more and 

more and more out of life, so we fill every 

waking moment with work, errands and 

activitiesé leaving little space for down-

time, leisure or sleep.  And doing special 

things that we love?  Who has time for 

that when weôre trying to pay the bills or 

get to our next appointment? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all could learn a few things from the 

dogs and cats we encounter along the 

way.  Life and love are all they can give!  

One of the best moments in my day is 

walking in my front door and being 

greeted by my dog Zoe, wagging herself 

silly.  The excitement and unconditional 

love seem to pour out from her as she 

prances, jumps and wiggles.  Likewise, 

every morning at the shelter the cats be-

gin to meow loudly.  They reach out 

through the bars of the cages.  Maybe 

they are just hungry, but I think they are 

passing on their love. 
 

  continued on page 10 

 

HHS History Series: The People Behind The Pets 

1953-2010 
 

When you think of the Hinsdale Humane Society, you first think of the animals.  

In our 57 year history, over 100,000 animals have been adopted.  But taking 

care of the animals and placing them into forever homes would not be possible 

without people. 

 

Staff member Jennifer Vlazny 

will celebrate her 25th anniver-

sary as an employee of HHS in 

August!  Jenny shares some of 

her thoughts about the history 

of the organization. 

 

ñI am honored to be working at 

the Hinsdale Humane Society 

in a position that has such a 

profound and positive impact 

on the lives of the animals that 

come through our doors, their 

adopters, and the residents in 

the communities we serve. 

Though the position can some-

times be filled with heartache, 

frustration, and aggravation, the 

immense joy and satisfaction of all the happy endings we are responsible for 

creating are what makes it all so worthwhile.ò 

HHS owes Jenny great appreciation for her many accomplishments of the last 

25 years: implementing a treatment program for animals with upper respiratory 

infections, discontinuing breed discrimination policy against Pit Bulls, expand-

ing the foster home program, formulating a partnership with area veterinarians 

to provide reduced fee spay/neuter surgeries for adopted animals, creating cur-

rent record keeping and adoption procedures, as well as teaching our obedience 

classes.   

 

Jenny also has been instrumental in temperament testing of animals to screen 

for low socialization or potential food guarding issues.  We are proud to say that 

Jenny is personally responsible for saving the lives of hundreds of animals who 

have been transferred to HHS from overcrowded animal control facilities, 

where they otherwise would have been euthanized due to lack of space.   

However, HHS has not always had employees. When we started in 1953, we 

were entirely run by volunteers.  Women were the workforce behind the organi-

zation, doing everything including cleaning, bathing, feeding and transporting 

the pets.                          continued on page 3 

Lori Halligan, Hinsdale Humane Society 
Executive Director & Zoe 

Jennifer Vlazny with Kenny Rogers, circa 1990.  The 
puppy, who was stolen from the shelter and recovered by 

Jenny, appeared in Kenny Rogerôs Christmas concert. 
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GOOD NEWS! 
 

HHS Proudly Marching in  

Community Parades 
 

HHS staff and volunteers enjoyed 

taking part in the historic LaGrange 

Pet Parade on Saturday, June 5th and 

at the 4th of July Parade in Hinsdale.   

 

 

Gateway Squareôs Courtyard 

Sidewalk Sale benefits HHS! 

   

Thanks to the shops at Gateway 

Square for choosing the Hinsdale 

Humane Society as a non-profit part-

ner to benefit from their annual side-

walk sale June 25 & 26th.  It was a 

fun weekend filled with great sales, 

food, face painting and friendly dogs!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

HHS at Chicagoland Pet Expo  
 

Thanks to those who volunteered to 

help out at the Hinsdale Humane So-

cietyôs booth at Pet Expo, March 17-

19th, 2010 at Arlington Park.   
 

The expo showcases hundreds of pet 

related vendors along with exciting 

entertainment and doggie demos.   

The annual event is very popular with 

HHS staff as well as volunteers and a 

great way to meet fellow animal    

lovers!  

 P A W S  F O R  A P P L A U SE  
 

HHS Birthday Club Members: 

Special thanks to those children 

who Celebrated Birthdays and 

made donations to our shelter ani-

mals.  Welcome: Michael Gee and 

Austin Cerny, Will Sinars & Alec 

Schmidt, Katherine Underwood, 

Kate Beja , Maura Mulligan, Kayla 

Kelly,  Phallyn Habercoss, Thais 

Rulich-Maly, and Margeax Shearer. 
 

A big  thanks to those who held  

lemonade stands and donated the 

proceeds to HHS: Delaney Fox 

Karsen Kolnicki and Sophia Slone, 

Noah Bandyk, Lara & Carrie Nar-

butis, Ellie & Grace Ahrens, Lauren 

Quigley, Kate Dickman and Maggie 

Hanner.  And to Maddy Schierl, 

Julia & Katie Andreoni who held a 

cupcake stand and donated the 

proceeds to HHS.  
 

A  special thank you to the volun-

teer committee at OptumHealth in 

Schaumburg. They hosted an event 

in April to support Animal Cruelty 

Prevention Month and donated the 

proceeds to  HHS.  
 

Thanks to Scouting Troops:  

Patricia Cohen, LaGrange Park and 

to Sara Peto, Daisy Troop Leader 

who collected food and shelter sup-

plies and donated to HHS.  

 

A special thanks to all those who  

collected and donated food and 

shelter supplies:  to Dr. Ernesto 

Perez-Ferreiro, Michael Foley. 

 
 

To those from area schools who 

donated the proceeds from their 

school projects: to Kim Kyp John-

son, Art Teacher, LaGrange High-

lands and the SOS Club who donated 

wish list items to the shelter; Notre 

Dame School Students who collected 

loose change;  St. Francis Xavier 

CEP Youth Leadership, Bake Sale; 

and to Madison School Store Cus-

tomers for their donation of pro-

ceeds;  Claire Bizub and Hawley 

Bronson. 
 

A big thank you to those donating 

from the heart: to Jimmy Soukup, 

confirmation service project; 

Eleanor Cikanek, a senior citizen 

who crocheted blankets for our kit-

ties; and to Karen Walton who made 

cat/dog bedding to give to adopters. 
 

Special thanks to Walsh Landscape 

Construction and Mainenance, 

Bolingbrook, for partnering with 

Hinsdale Humane Society in the 

Hinsdale 4th of July Parade. Their 

landscape truck was decorated and 

filled with friendly pets and  people! 

HHS volunteer, Val Radeka, waves to 
crowds at the 4th of July Parade, Hinsdale  

Dennis & Betty Tetens with Buttons & Poco 
Chico working the HHS booth at Pet Expo . 

  

Join the Birthday Club! 
 

Kids who celebrate their 

birthday and donate to     

Hinsdale Humane Society 

receive a Birthday Club  

Certificate and become  

official members of the 

HHS B-Day Club! 

Follow us on Facebook!   
Check out the Hinsdale Humane  

Society on Facebook! Youôll find 

hundreds of photos of our adoptable 

animals, read happy adoption stories, 

and learn about whatôs happening at 

the shelter. Go to facebook.com and 

enter Hinsdale Humane Society. 
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Two Paws Up! 
 

...to Allstate Insurance Company, 

Madeline LoPresti Agency for 

their continued support of the shelter 

and our homeless animals.  Thanks 

to Madeline, the Hinsdale Humane 

Society received the ñAgency Hands 

in the Community Grantò from The 

Allstate Foundation.  Madeline pre-

sented the $1,000 matching grant 

check at the 21st Annual Pet Walk 

on Sunday, June 6th at KLM Park. 
 

...To Loretta Ridley and the employ-

ees from Reedy Equipment Ser-

vices for organizing a company wide 

food and shelter supply drive bene-

fitting the Hinsdale Humane Soci-

ety.  The staff generously donated 

hundreds of items, filling up the 

back office area of the shelter!  On 

behalf of the animals, thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...to the Whole Foods Market, 

Hinsdale, who selected Hinsdale 

Humane Society to participate in 

their 5% Day on Wednesday, July 

21st.  Whole Foods Market donated 

5% of ALL net sales to benefit 

HHS.  Shoppers also enjoyed free 

product samples, give-aways, and a 

raffle. Thanks to all those who 

shopped at Whole Foods, supporting 

the shelter.  Special thanks to those 

who stopped or helped out at the 

HHS booth, too! 

The People Behind the Pets... continued from page 1 

Our founders raised the funds necessary for the daily operations of the organiza-

tion. While they often solicited help from their husbands and children to sustain 

the Society, women were largely in charge. 

 

That all changed in the late 1950ôs when the first male employee, Sylvester 

Carter, was hired as shelter supervisor and humane officer for the Village of Hins-

dale.  Mr. Carter died suddenly in 1968 after ten years of service to the commu-

nity. His obituary stated ñHe was a pioneer in the field of animal control and his 

death is a great loss to the shelteré His love for animals and devotion to duty was 

without equal.ò 

Many other employees have served HHS for a decade or more. Marj Farr, began 

as a part time animal care staff in 1974 and retired as Operations Manager in 

1988, turning over the role to Jennifer Vlazny.  Though Marj now lives in Ohio, 

she still has fond memories of her time at HHS.  ñOver the years, HHS has devel-

oped into an organization with a far-reaching influence, thanks to the efforts of 

dedicated volunteers and staff. Having been a minor part of all this will always be 

special to me.ò   

Di Aldridge was the first paid Executive Director 

of HHS, serving from 1986 to 2005.  For many 

people, Di was the Hinsdale Humane Society.  She 

wrote a monthly column for the local newspaper 

and plotted the future of the organization.  Under 

Diôs capable leadership, the Hinsdale Humane So-

ciety implemented significant changes in program 

expansion, computerization, and facility upgrades.  

She also was responsible for the hiring of our very 

first paid humane education director and volunteer 

coordinator. 

Ms. Aldridgeôs impact went far beyond the com-

munity of Hinsdale.  Di served as an officer in the 

Illinois Animal Welfare Federation and helped 

guide policy changes throughout the state and na-

tion. The field of animal welfare was changing rapidly at this time.  Nationwide, 

critics were demanding a reduction in the number of animals who were euthanized 

due to lack of homes.  The spay/neuter message was catching on with the general 

public and fewer litters of puppies and kittens came through the doors of the Hins-

dale Humane Society. In speaking of her 20 years at HHS, Di stated, ñI feel that 

our work made a real difference in many animalôs and people's lives.ò 

Linda Nilles also has a 20 plus year history with HHS.  She spent the years of 

1988 to 1997 as an animal care technician and continues today as a volunteer. 

Animals were spayed or neutered before they were allowed to go home beginning 

in 1994. Linda remembers a gradual process of few written adoption records to 

complete paper trails to new computers aiding staff in record keeping in 1998. 

Linda, too, is proud of her long association with the Society.  For her, the families 

who adopted from HHS and the special relationships they developed with their 

pets will always remain in her mind. 

We applaud these current staff members who have more than 5 years of service: 

Mary Alex 15, Robyn Garrison 13, Patti Powell 10, Samantha Cheatham Luszcz 

9, Laura Donohue 8, Kathy Daly 6. We wish we had more space to talk about all 

the current and past employees of Hinsdale Humane Society and recognize their 

many accomplishments! 

Pam Salomone, HHS PR Special Events Director, 

Madeline LoPresti, and Lori Halligan, HHS Director 

Di Aldridge, HHS Executive Director 

1986 to 2005 with Maggie, shown in 

photo from 1993 
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Pet Walk 2010 - a day of fun, a fundraiser first 
 

Pet Walk is an annual event celebrating the joys of pet ownership, and on a 

bigger note, our most important fundraiser of the year.  Thanks to all those 

who attended, volunteered, sponsored, donated a raffle prize, and pledged 

money.  Our 21st Annual Pet Walk fundraiser is a success directly due to 

this support. And, we are excited to share that we are very close to reaching 

our fundraising goal.  
 

What fun we had at Pet Walk 2010. And, what a great opportunity to be sur-

rounded by hundreds of fellow animal lovers.  Whether you were HHS staff, 

a volunteer helper or a guest, you were sure to enjoy the camaraderie and 

friendship.  Attendees chose from plenty of fun activities and entertainment, 

including the Pet Contests on Stage, carnival games for dogs, Pet Mall & 

Food Court, and more.    
 

Special thanks to Pet Walk MC, Sylvia Perez, ABC ï7, Windy City Disc 

Dogs, Willowbrook K-9 Officer Dave Gaddis, Hinsdale Officer Tom Coug-

lin, For Your Canine, ñParty to Goò DJ, and Denise Zak, Pet Intuitive.  

Thanks to our Generous Pet Walk 2010 Sponsors! 

 

Fun at Pet Walkô10! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Catôs Meow 
Continental Motors 
DeVries Animal Hospital 
Kwik Kopy 

Merrick Animal Hospital 
Paws in Paradise 
Scottôs Pet Shop 
Zoeyôs Eatz & Treatz 
 

Media Sponsors 

Liberty Suburban Life  

The Doings Newspapers  

The Hinsdalean  

ABC 7 News - Sylvia Perez 
 

Trend Setters  

Adolf Funeral Home  

Darien Animal Clinic  

Kramer Foods 

Mavco Insurance 

Roudebush Realtors, Inc. 
 

Photography  

Diane Smutny, DMS Photography 
 

 Graphic Design 
Amerphil Madarang, Dan Neimier 

Grand Champion  

Citadel Information Management 

Hinsdale Animal Cemetery 

Hinsdale Animal Hospital 

PETCO Foundation 

The Velvet Touch, LTD 

The Modern Dog Boutique 

WillowGrove Pet Clinic 
 

Best of Show 

Naperville Animal Hospital 

Land Rover, Hinsdale 

Shirey Cadillac, Oak Lawn 

The St. Francis Group 
 

Top Dog 

Boone Animal Hospital 

Burr Ridge Bank & Trust 

Carl Budding Inc.  

Chicago Canine Club 

Elmhurst Animal Care Center 

MPI Investment Mngt. 

Samôs Club Foundation 

The Barker Shop 

UBS Tolbert/Hammersley 

 

    Thanks to the ñFabulous Fiveò who Raised Top Dollars              

 for Hinsdale Humane Societyôs  Pet Walk 2010! 
 

Top fundraisers qualify to win exciting prizes at our Pet Walk Prize Night  
  

     1.  Laura Donohue, Glen Ellyn 

                 2.  Dr. Bishop, WillowGrove Pet Clinic, Willowbrook 

     3.  Deborah Kraus, Hinsdale 

                 4.  Jennifer Vlazny, Riverside 

                 5.  Kellyann Bandusky, Burbank 

Photo credits: DMS Photography 
www.dmsphotography.com 

Premiere Sponsor  

Allstate Insurance Company, Madeline LoPresti Agency, Ltd 


